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Requirements and Guidelines for Exemptions, Excuses, 
and Accommodations for Maryland Statewide Assessment 
Programs ♦ Revised* 

Maryland State Dept* of Education, Baltimore* 

10 Oct 95 

nip* 

Guides “ Non-Classroom Use (055) 

MF01/PC05 Plus Postage* 

*Disabi 1 i t ies ; ’^Educational Assessment ; *Limi t ed 
English Speaking; Participation; Special Needs 
Students ; *State Programs ; ^Student Character ist ics ; 
^Testing Problems; Testing Programs; ^Transfer 
Students 

Comprehensive Tests of Basic Skills; ^Maryland; 
Maryland Functional Testing Program; Maryland School 
Performance Assessment Program; Testing 
Accommodations (Disabi 1 i t i es) 



This document summarizes the statewide assessment 
programs required by the Maryland State Department of Education and 
the exemptions, excuses, and accommodations permitted for each 
program* All students are to be included to the fullest extent 
possible in the mandated state assessments* The accommodations for an 
individual student are meant to provide currently needed support to 
enable the student to participate in the assessment* Exemptions are 
granted for some students, and excuses are granted for students who 
demonstrate, or are expected to demonstrate, inordinate frustration, 
distress, or the disruption of others,*, The assessment programs 
discussed are: (l) the Maryland Functional Testing Program (MFTP) ; 

(2) the Comprehensive Tests of Basic Skills (CTBS) ; and (3) the 
Maryland School Performance Assessment Program (MSPAP) • Exemptions to 
the MFTP may be granted to those of limited English proficiency 
(LEP) , students with di sabi 1 i t i es , and transfer students; and 
accommodations are available based on individual evaluations* LEP 
students and those with disabilities may be exempted from the CTBS, 
and accommodations may be made* Requirements for the MSPAP are 
similar to those of the CTBS, but include some accommodations for LEP 
students* A chart summarizes exemptions, excuses, and accommodations 
for each program* Attachments include an explanation of the 
computations for the school's database, a summary of permitted 
accommodations, and guidelines for participation determinations* An 
appendix presents nine case studies, and a second appendix giVes the 
domains, outcomes, and indicators for the Independence Mastery 
Assessment Program* (Contains three tables*) (SLD) 
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MSDE does not require the administration of CTBS/4 for the 1995-1996 school year. Local school systems, however, may find the 
CTBS/4 information contained in this document helpful for local administration. When MSDE again requires the administration of 
norm-referenced assessments in 1996-1997, information will be revised as necessary. 
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MSDE does not require the administration of CTBS/4 for the 1995-1996 school year. Local school systems, however, may find the 
CTBS/4 information contained in this document helpful for local administration. 
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II. ^COMPREHENSIVE TESTS OF BASIC SKILLS, 4TH EDITION (CTBS/4) 
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Requires exempting student from the Mathematics portions of MSPAP that require computation. (As specified in the MSPAP 
Examiner s Manual as tasks that do not list “calculator” as a required material for the task). 

Requires exempting student from Language Usage portion of MSPAP. 
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Any accommodation or set of accommodations is |icnnittcd for students with disabilities, students with temporary or long term disabilities, or §504 students. 

Accommodations apply to I .imiled linglish Proficient students for MSI’AP only. 
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Accepted by [»eers, "looked up to" in school context 



Excellent auditory comprehension 




For extended response tasks, student tapes response for later verbatim transcription by school personnel. (Used to tape recorder. 
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Use of computer and tape recorder do not improve performance 
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No special provisions are needed for this student. 



Accommodations (continued) 

Participation 

A. Student participates in all classroom, county and state-required testing 
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Extra response and processing time may be needed. 
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Small group setting with school support staff as examiner (works well in small groups; short attention span). 



Accommodations (continued) 

Equipment 

C. Calculator for mathematics testing dependent on lEP (mathematics level almost five years below grade level). 
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CONTENT DOMAIN 
PERSONAL MANAGEMENT 
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CONTENT DOMAIN 
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Students will demonstrate their ability to express and receive communication through a variety of methods, to interact socially, and to meet 
needs. 
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LEARNER DOMAIN 
DECISION MAKING 

Students will demonstrate their ability to make decisions and choices, to resolve problems, to manage time, and to advocate for themselves. 
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Students will demonstrate their ability to behave in chronologically age-appropriate ways in various situations. 
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